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Archaeology Submission on the Draft Fitzroy–Derby Water Resources Management Plan 
 
 
Laureate Professors Veth and O’Connor are leading researchers in cultural heritage, archaeology, 
rock art and significance of traditional waters. Combined they have over 80 years of experience 
in these fields working with Traditional Owner groups in the North-West of Western Australia. 
Veth is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities, a Life Member of the Australian 
Association of Consulting Archaeologists Incorporated and a Member of the International Council 
on Monuments and Sites. O’Connor is also a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities and 
a Fellow of the British Academy.   
 

Our primary concern is that the Martuwarra and its floodplains are a unified cultural landscape, 
clearly linked through living waters, creation sagas, rock art and ongoing ceremonial 
maintenance by Traditional Owners. Unmitigated impacts on the water flows of Martuwarra 
in our professional opinion would impact on the National Heritage Values of the Listed Area.  

 

As noted in the 2011 West Kimberley Place Report for National Heritage Listing1 “The Fitzroy River 
and a number of its tributaries, together with their floodplains and the jila sites…demonstrate 
four distinct expressions of the Rainbow Serpent tradition associated with Indigenous 
interpretations of the different ways in which water flows within the catchment and are of 
outstanding heritage value to the nation under criterion (d) for their exceptional ability to convey 
the diversity of the Rainbow Serpent tradition within a single freshwater hydrological system”.  

Further the award-winning heritage resource Martuwarra: living water heritage of the 
Kimberley2 notes that “Martuwarra is the longest registered Aboriginal Cultural Heritage site in 
Western Australia and is National Heritage listed for all 11 heritage values. For Aboriginal people, 
Martuwarra is a sentient Being that enables life and activities. Many communities use 
Martuwarra as an economic, social and spiritual resource”. 

 






